^Constant Threat of Death Affects 


Kennedy's Life^ Family^ Career 

By Ken Clawson 


Each weekday afternoon, Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy makes an important tele- 
phone call to his home in suburban Mc- 
Lean, Virginia. 

He talks to his son, Teddy Jr., about 
school and other things of interest to a 
nine-year-old boy. 

Kennedy is unusually close to his elder 
son, but the daily telephone calls have 
another purpose: 

Young Teddy Kennedy does not believe 
that his father, the last of the Kennedy 
brothers, will make it back home once he 
leaves the residence each day. 

The daily telephone call is to reassure 
Teddy; Kara Anne, 10; Patrick Joseph, 3, 
and the senator’s wife Joan. It is not an 
easy task for a man who also believes that 
he is stalked by death. 

Seven years after Ih-esident John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas and 
nearly three years after Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy was murdered in Los Angeles, 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy is warned fre- 
quently and in a variety of ways that the 
may be next to die. 

The constant fear that “somebody out 
there” may be gunning for the senator 
is a major factor among those close to 
Kennedy in any discussion of his political 
future, although Kennedy is determined 
that he will not be paralyzed by the possi- 
bility of assassination. 
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Persons familiar with 
mail received by Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy say 
that his First Lady, 
Jacqueline, was bom- 
barded with sexually ori- 
ented, often pornographic 

It is estimated that Mar- 
tha Mitchell, wife of At- 
torney General John N. 
Mitchell, now receives the 
most crank mail of any 
woman in Washington. 
Much is fan mail, but 
some equals the worst of 
the antiKennedys. During 
the Christmas holidays, 
Mrs. Mitchell received a 
cake box containing a de- 
composed rat surrounded 
by holly. 

The Attorney General 
also receives threats, but 
he has an FBI agent as a 
bodyguard. 


also alerted when Kennedy 
is coming to a city, espe- 
cially since Jan. 2 when 
President Nixon signed into 
law a bill that includes a 
provision making it a fed- 
eral crime to assassinate, 
kidnap or assault an elected 
or appointed federal official. 


Service axiom that assassi- J 
rations are not spontaneous | 
)ut are planned. That is why . | 
I recent ice skating after- f 
won on the C&O Canal ,1 
nth his family was really of 
ninimum risk although it 
jeemed dangerous. 

Kennedy refuses to talk 
jublicly about the anguish 
pat results from his unique : 
rtuatioB,„-aithough he ac- 
tnowledges that it encircles 
bfp- , 

' .dt! nis Senate office a 
iirirn. humor has evolved 
liuit would be offensive to 
c.utsider but helps ease 
in: strain for those who 
inus^ live with the possibil- 
lty..sf a murder attempt on 
the last Kennedy brother. 

Kennedy engages in this 
banter himself, but only 
wi(h;y^thOBe--very ...j close • to 
him K David Burke. Dick: 
Dr'ayhei Andy V itale, his 
cousin Joe Gargan, a few 

others.' ' 

There are other outward 
manifestations: The quorum 




